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An Arts Infused Ecology Themed year 

At  

Beach Haven 
School 



This year the children discovered that  



and they love Beach Haven and want 
to protect it 

  Adrian Vargas :  I love Beach Haven because I love the 
environment, especially the beach!  I love the feeling of 
the warm sand and cool water.  I like to surf, build 
sandcastles, and play on the beach with my friends. It 
is also fun to fish here.  My parents eat the seafood 
that I catch.   

 
I have concerns about my town.  What has happened 
to the monarch butterflies and honeybees?  

 
 



The children 
have come a 

very long way 
since 2012  



When Hurricane 
Sandy 

destroyed the school 
 



Eagleswood School 

 Eagleswood Elementary School  opened its 
doors to the displaced students and staff of 
Beach Haven Elementary School in the 
aftermath of Superstorm Sandy. On Nov. 14, 
62 Beach Haven students and about 20 staff 
members moved into the Eagleswood School. 



In the fall of 2013, the children came 
home  



In 2014 they wrote and performed the  
play WELCOME HOME at Surflight Theater  



In the play they explored their 
experiences and the outcomes of the 

storm 



In the fall of 2014 Beach Haven School  began 
this ecology themed school year.   

 Along with artists from Young Audiences of NJ 
and Eastern PA they began a exciting year of 
arts infused learning and teacher training in 
arts education.   



The teachers have learned new 
teaching methods  



The children have benefited from that learning  



 The Vision 
 Awake, aware children  

 contributing to a thriving,  

 just and sustainable world. 

 

 



And the adventure began 



Layer 1  

 WHERE WE FIT ON THE EARTH:  Exploring our 
own local ecological system and the scientific 
story of the earth’s evolution,  

 and the structure of our  

 cells and the atoms.  

  



Layer 2 

 INTERCONNECTION AND COMMUNITY The life 
sciences, ecology and biodiversity explore the 
intricate nature of the web of life.  What is 
happening in our local community and who in 
our community can share what is happening 
with us. 



Layer 3  

 DEEP RECYCLING, REUSING AND REDUCING 
AND REFUSING 

 What are  

 everyday items  

 made from?  

 Where do things come from? Where do they 
go? How do we give things a price? What is 
the real cost of things? 



Layer 4 

Celebration: 

 NRG and Young Audiences Green Festival  



That night the  
students played  
their tire drums and  
started a  
community  
art project of  
making a mosaic  
surfboard 



Facts about the year 

Nine Field Trips including Grounds for Sculpture 



Forrest 
Resource 
Education 
Center  

Waste water treatment 
plant, and Wind Farm 



Eight Assemblies 

Including today’s Young Audiences NRG Green 
Festival 

 

BORN WITH 
A BANG 

URIAH CREEK 
APIARY 



BARTRAM 
GARDENS  

MATES TERRIPIN 
PROJECT 

THE 
PACHAMAMA 
ALLAINCE 

Coast Guard Inky 
the Whale 



Twenty two Speakers and Visiting 
Artists 

 Including Mark Dubois Founder of Earth Day 



Photographer  
North Side Jim 

 Historian 
Meredith Barnes  

Scientist Rose 
Petrecca 

Collectors Jamie and Sandy 
Ciardelli 

Artist Kristin 
Myers  



FAIRTRADE 
Laurie 
Greene 

GREEN 
ECONOMIST  
Rafael Marques 



Visiting Artists  

Kristin Meyers  Joanie Gagnon 
San Chirico 
 



More than 200 weekly arts infused 
lesson plans 

  We made our own life size teepee 

 

 



Visual Arts of all kinds 





Literary Arts 



Music  



and 

Creative 
Drama  



Theater-Tableau Vivant  



and 

Plays  



And  

Dance 



Creativity filled the school  





Through art the children explored 
where they fit on the earth? 



And discovered they  fit really well and 
were willing to do their part! 



They have  learned to take care of the 
Earth 



And especially their own part of it  



They are educated to do this work! 

Toxins 



Right here in Beach Haven and beyond 



They value all living creatures that live 
on the Earth 



  
MATES Project Terrapin 

Reptiles , Birds and Worms   



They know that we are part of the web 
of life and not separate from it 



And how they  are connected to the 
Earth and this community 



They learned more about how to 
reduce reuse refuse recycle 



From community leaders 
like Angela Anderson 



  

  

This may be a spoon to 
you, but to me it’s empty 
space in a landfill. 



They are composting 



Here is the most important thing they 
learned  

 I love Beach Haven because this is where I 
was born. This town has nice beaches, fun 
places to visit, and my friends live here too.   I 
also enjoy surfing and fishing with my 
friends.  Beach Haven is a special place. 

 
 



 
 

 Jake Harrison: I am trying to protect Beach Haven 
because there is waste in the water.  I am concerned 

about all of the plastic in the bay and ocean. It is 
hurting all of the wild life.  

 
 



 
 Fabian Ramales:  The sea creatures are getting 

hurt from the trash in the water.   I think 
pollution is hurting them.      

 

  
 

                    
 



  
 

Scott Johnson: Beach Haven is a very small town 
surrounded by water and beautiful wild life.   

 
 
 
 



 

 Meghan Calderon: 
Plastic bags can end up 
in birds nests or ocean 
animals may try to eat 
them.    
 



 
 
 
 
 

Anna Malandro :  I will continue to protect 
my town.  I will try to tell friends and family 

about what I am learning.  

 
 



 

 Dan Lee:  I love the bay because I 
can go on my dad’s boat and fish 

with him. 
 
 



 

 

 Cuade Deely:  Beach Haven is my hometown. 
My friends and my family live here and have 

grown up on this island.   I plan on staying here 
my whole life.  

 



The children of Beach 
Haven are leaders with  

a lot of great ideas  

 

Let’s follow them  

down a path toward  

a bright future 



Special Thanks to 

THE PACHAMAMA ALLIANCE 

June Hamet 

Mark Dubois 

Marty Levin 

Laura Hawkins 

Chuck Putnam 

Donna Salvadore 

Toni Granato 

Tracy Apple 

RuthAnn Purchase 

 



• Jump Up Australia 
• Uriah Creek Apiaries Michael Long 
• Linda Burroughs The College of New Jersey 
• Beverly Tromm 
• Jim Verhagen 
• Joanie Gagnon San Chirico 
• Young Audiences of New Jersey 
• The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
• Coast Guard Auxiliary Beach Haven, NJ 

 



• Meredith Barnes from the Monmouth County Historical Society 
• Rose Petrecca Rutgers Institute for Marine Sciences 
• Trinka Makes Nobel Author  
• Jennifer Morgan Author 

• Kyle Gronostajk Alliance for the Living Ocean 
• Jamie and Sandy Ciardelli  
• Angela Anderson, LBI Recycling Coordinator 
• Kristin Myers Artist 
• NJ Environmental Protection Agency  
• Chris Adams Beach View Farm 
• Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ 
• MATES Academy 
• Reclam the Bay 
• NJ Quail Project 
• LBI Garden Club 
• Rafael Marquez 
• Laurie Green 
 



• Grounds for Sculpture  

• Forrest Resource Education Center 

• Insectropolis  

• The Sandpaper 

• Atlantic City Aquarium  

• NRG Energy 

 



The Journey continues into the 
2015/16 school year 



Because as  Ms DiBiase says  
  

     I can’t imagine my 
    lessons without 
   thinking about our 
cross-curricular school-wide 
theme and how I can weave so 
many new and exciting forms of 
artistic expression into my 
lessons.   
 



Theme for 2015/16 





Our Sustainability Partner 

Save Barnegat Bay’s premiere 
program for Elementary and 
Middle School students will bring 
the Bay’s ecosystems alive without 
having to leave the classroom! Find 
out what species live in the Bay, 
their exclusive habitats, and what 
issues are threatening the Bay’s 
future. As part of this program, 
Save Barnegat Bay provides age-
appropriate lessons to begin 
student exploration and give them 
a better understanding of their role 
in the watershed. 

We are a pilot for 
Barnegat Bay Defenders 



Our Arts Partner 



This will be a year of learning through 
action. 

?    

? 

? 

? 



Projects like this year’s Barnegat Bay 
Blitz 



Right here at Beach Haven School  


